POLICY MOTION

MOTION AGREED BY CONFERENCE

Improving Access to Phiebotomy
Services and Increasing GP
Training

Conference notes with concern:

A. That many patients in Wales are currently required to travel to hospital
sites for routine blood tests, often at significant inconvenience.

B. That residents of rural communities in particular face long and difficult
journeys to hospitals, compounded by limited or inadequate public
transport links.

C. That pressures and funding constraints on primary care have made it
harder for GPs to offer routine phlebotomy services without additional
resources.

Conference reaffirms the Welsh Liberal Democrat commitment to:

a. Ensuring fair access to healthcare services, particularly for rural
communities.

b. Strengthening and supporting primary care as the cornerstone of the NHS.

c. Expanding opportunities for medical training in Wales to meet future
demand.

Conference recognises:

|. That allowing routine blood tests to be carried out in GP practices would
save patients unnecessary journeys and reduce pressure on hospital
services.

Il. That GP surgeries are best placed to provide accessible, community-based
primary care.

I1l. That increasing the number of GP training places in Wales is essential to
securing the long-term sustainability of local healthcare.
Conference calls on Welsh Liberal Democrats to:

1. Press the Welsh Government to make funds available to health boards so
that phlebotomy services can be delivered routinely in GP practices,
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reducing the need for patients to travel to hospitals.

2. Campaign for an increase in GP training places in Wales, ensuring that rural
and underserved communities’ benefit from improved recruitment and
retention.

3. Champion primary care-led services as a way of improving patient access,
reducing inequality, and strengthening the NHS for the future.
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