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Supporting Flood Risk 
Communities across Wales

Conference notes:
A. The changing climate of Wales has meant the frequency of severe storms 

has increased, meaning more and more areas are at high risk of flooding.
B. Estimates by Natural Resources Wales that 23% more Welsh properties will 

be at risk of flooding by rivers and 43% more at risk of flooding by sea by 
2120.

C. Communities from Pontypridd to Holyhead have already been severely 
impacted by flooding events, such as those caused by Storm Bert and 
Storm Darragh. 

D. Some communities, such as Tylorstown and Cwmtillery, face further risk in 
extreme weather due to remaining coal tip sites.

E. The benefits of developing a whole catchment approach with significant 
upland community engagement and support, such as current work on the 
Severn, for managing complex lowland flooding issues.

F. The 2023 Climate Change progress report for Wales raised concerns that 
climate resilience is not embedded or sufficiently enforceable within 
existing planning policy and gaps in data limit the effective monitoring of 
risk or adaptation progress.

Conference believes that:
A. With an ever-increasing number of communities at severe risk of flooding 

in the coming decades, it is vital that governments, at all levels, develop 
community-focused strategies to limit the risk and mitigate the impacts of 
future flood risks.

B. Local government cannot shoulder the financial burden of protecting our 
communities alone. The Welsh Government and UK Government must do 
much more to ensure there is adequate funding in place when it is needed.

C. The involvement of landowners and farmers is essential in the 
development of sustainable adaptation and catchment management 
approaches.
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Conference calls for the Welsh Government to:
1. Create a long-term 30-year national flood & coastal erosion resilience 

strategy by 2026, based on a 30-year vision for flood resilience and a 
catchment approach, to set out Wales’ priorities to support and protect 
communities and infrastructure in the long-term. 

2. Ensure the availability of additional grants and other forms of funding, 
which would be payable directly to homeowners and business owners in 
weather events beyond those classified as Amber by the Met Office.

3. Support NRW and relevant partners to increase public engagement with 
flood and weather warnings, with a particular focus on low-income and 
digitally excluded households.

4. Work in partnership with landowners and farmers to explore the use of 
nature-based solutions, and pilot and set up regional/ local catchment 
partnerships to support a systematic and integrated catchment and coastal 
management approach.

5. Establish a new Water Resilience Flood Forum for Wales to encourage 
multi-agency working and support communities to both manage flood 
events and develop long-term resilience.


