TOPICAL MOTION

MOTION AGREED BY CONFERENCE

Opposing Labour’'s Digital ID
Scheme

Conference believes:

l. A cornerstone of a liberal society is that law-abiding citizens should be free
to live their lives without unnecessary control or interference from the
state.

Il. These freedoms are fundamental rights, not privileges to be constrained or
granted at the government's discretion.

l1l. Access to public services is a basic right of living in the United Kingdom, not
a conditional entitlement subject to government control.

IV.Unlike many other countries, including our European neighbours, the UK
lacks a written constitution to enshrine rights and protect citizens from
excessive state intrusion.

Conference further notes:

A. The UK Government’s plan to introduce digital ID, which Ministers have
already suggested could become a requirement for accessing public
services, with one Minister claiming its potential uses were “limitless.”

B. No party sought a mandate for this policy at the 2024 General Election, and
no major manifesto included a compulsory digital ID scheme.

C. A digital identity system would disproportionately disadvantage older
people, disabled residents, and those on low incomes, who are most
affected by digital exclusion.

D. The Government's repeated failures to safeguard sensitive data
demonstrate why citizens should not be compelled to entrust further
personal information to the state.

Conference therefore:

1. Declares its outright opposition to Labour's proposed digital ID scheme.

2. Calls on Welsh Liberal Democrat representatives at all levels to use their
influence to resist these proposals.

3. Urges the UK Government to redirect the substantial funds required to
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design and operate a digital ID scheme into frontline public services, which
continue to face acute financial pressures.
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