POLICY MOTION

A Sustainable Future for Our
Cultural Bodies

Proposed by the Gwynedd and Mon Liberal
Democrats

Conference Notes:

A. Wales' culture and heritage are economic drivers contributing £1.64 billion
annually and supporting 37,000 jobs.

B. Public cultural spending represents an economically illiterate failure to
invest in our nation’s most unique assets; noting with concern that public
spending on culture is currently £73.27 per person, 67% lower than the
European average of £223.85 and that the cumulative 17% real-terms
funding cut over the last decade has fundamentally weakened the "social
glue" of our communities and endangered the long-term viability of our
vital £5 billion tourism industry.

C. January 2026 research reveals arts engagement generates £588 million
annually in health and productivity benefits, with every £1 invested in
venues yielding £11.08 in wellbeing value.

D. Amgueddfa Cymru has been forced to cut one in six staff and reduce
opening hours.

E. While the Welsh Government claims to support "free entry," it has failed to
provide the "adequate funding" requested by the Senedd Culture
Committee, leading to the creeping commercialisation of heritage
experiences like the Big Pit underground tours.

Conference Believes:

|. Culture is essential to Wales, fostering the empathy, shared understanding
and community cohesion necessary to bridge our nation’s geographical
and social divides.

Il. Museums and heritage sites are “Civic Living Rooms”, safe shared spaces
where people from all walks of life can encounter stories that are not their
own, fostering the relational empathy necessary for a healthy democracy.

l1l. The "Social Contract" of free entry to our national collections must be
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protected to ensure that a resident's prior education or income does not
determine their cultural access.

IV.Residents face a "double tax" of travel costs and local museum entry fees.

V. The current funding model is broken and requires an innovative, multi-
stream approach that balances the contribution of the taxpayer, the visitor,
and the commercial sector.

Conference Calls for the Welsh Government to:

1. Direct a portion of the Visitor Levy toward local and national cultural assets
by utilising the Visitor Accommodation (Register and Levy) (Wales) Act 2025
so that tourists contribute directly to the preservation of its heritage

2. Establish a permanent and arms-length Cultural Endowment Fund through
a one-time windfall contribution from Welsh Crown Estate green energy
leases, subject to the devolution of the Crown Estate, to provide a revenue
stream to support local access to arts and culture

3. Launch the Cynefin Digital Pass as a micro-contribution model where
international digital visitors pay for premium virtual reality tours and
exclusive archive access to subsidise the maintenance of our physical sites
for everyone.

4. Enact formal legislation that classifies "essential interpretive experiences"
as part of the core national collection to ensure they remain free at the
point of use for Welsh residents.

5. Introduce Cultural Transport Subsidies by reallocating some budget to
provide free travel for schools in rural and deprived "cultural cold spots,"
acknowledging that a museum is only truly free if you can afford the public
transport to get there.

6. Provide ring-fenced funding for local and independent museums to remove
the physical and financial barriers that currently exclude disabled visitors
and marginalised groups from sites.

Amendment

Proposed by Carmarthenshire Liberal Democrats
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Delete Conference Calls for the Welsh Government to 1 and replace with:

« Support alternative approaches to funding cultural and heritage assets that
do not impose additional costs on visitors or local businesses, and which
promote sustainable, locally driven economic development across Wales.

And add a new section at the end of the motion:

Conference reaffirms that the Welsh Liberal Democrats oppose the
introduction of the Visitor Levy, recognising that it places additional burdens
on the tourism sector, increases administrative complexity for small
accommodation providers, and risks undermining efforts to support
sustainable local economic growth.
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