POLICY MOTION

Developing Predictable, Low-
Impact Local Energy Generation
in Wales

Proposed by Newport Liberal Democrats

Conference notes:

A. That Wales faces ongoing challenges from high and volatile electricity
prices, driven in part by reliance on intermittent generation and gas-linked
wholesale pricing.

B. That Wales has distinctive geographic characteristics, including high
rainfall, steep river catchments, and one of the highest tidal ranges in the
world.

C. That current energy policy and investment are heavily focused on wind and
solar, which, while essential, do not always provide predictable or
continuous generation.

Conference believes that:

|. Aresilient and affordable energy system requires a mix of generation
types, including sources that are highly predictable over time.

ll. Wales's geography provides opportunities for low-impact, long-lived forms
of kinetic energy generation that can complement wind and solar.

I1l. Locally anchored energy generation can contribute to price stability,
community benefit, and greater public support for the energy transition.
Conference recognises that:

i. Run-of-river hydro schemes, including the modernisation of historic surface
watermills, can provide continuous electricity with minimal environmental
impact where appropriately designed.

ii. Emerging tidal technologies that do not rely on dams or barrages may offer
future opportunities to harness tidal range while avoiding large-scale
ecological disruption.

iii. Some of these approaches remain at an early or developmental stage and
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require careful evaluation, research, and piloting.

Conference calls on Welsh Liberal Democrats to:

1. Support further research, mapping, and feasibility assessment of run-of-
river hydro and other low-impact river-based generation in Wales.

2. Encourage the exploration and piloting of innovative, low-impact tidal
technologies that exploit tidal range without impoundment, where
environmental and community considerations can be met.

3. Promote community ownership, local benefit, and long-term value as
guiding principles for any future development of such generation.

4. Ensure that predictable local generation is considered as part of a balanced
energy mix alongside wind, solar, storage, and demand-side measures.

Amendment

Proposed by the Gwynedd and Mon Liberal
Democrats

Add a new section at the end of the motion:
Conference calls on the Welsh Government to:

a. Modernise procurement frameworks for renewable energy projects to
prioritise smart monitoring solutions that use Al and automated technology
to provide real-time, transparent data on environmental impacts.

b. Encourage the use of locally-developed eco-tech in the supply chain to
ensure that the monitoring of Welsh biodiversity is conducted by
companies that support high-skilled, local employment.

c. Streamline the consenting process for marine and tidal energy by adopting
regulator ready automated reporting standards, reducing the manual
administrative burden on both developers and public bodies like Natural
Resources Wales (NRW).
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