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Conference notes:
A. That Wales’s economy includes significant manufacturing, agri-food, 

energy, and export-oriented sectors that have been adversely affected by 
increased trade friction since the UK left the European Union.

B. That small and medium-sized enterprises in Wales face disproportionate 
administrative and cost burdens when exporting goods to the EU.

C. That Wales’s ports and industrial regions would benefit from smoother 
access to European markets.

Conference believes that:
I. Economic pragmatism and openness to trade are core Welsh Liberal 

Democrat values.
II. Reducing unnecessary trade barriers is essential to supporting jobs, 

investment, and regional prosperity in Wales.
III. Flexible and differentiated arrangements within the UK can strengthen, 

rather than weaken, economic resilience when they deliver clear public 
benefit.

Conference recognises that:
i. Northern Ireland currently benefits from enhanced access to both UK and 

EU markets through regulatory alignment for goods.
ii. This arrangement demonstrates that differentiated approaches to EU 

alignment can operate within the UK constitutional framework.
iii. Wales has distinct economic characteristics that may justify tailored 

approaches to regulatory cooperation and market access.
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Conference calls on Welsh Liberal Democrats to:
1. Advocate for the Welsh Government to explore options for enhanced 

regulatory alignment with the European Union for goods, particularly in 
sectors where this would deliver clear economic benefit for Wales.

2. Support the examination of sector-specific or pilot arrangements, including 
for manufacturing, energy technologies, and agri-food, that reduce trade 
friction while respecting devolved competence.

3. Encourage dialogue between the Welsh Government, the UK Government, 
and European partners on practical mechanisms to improve market access 
for Welsh businesses.

4. Promote transparency, democratic oversight, and public consent in any 
future proposals for enhanced alignment.


