POLICY MOTION

Protecting Patients Prescribed
Medical Cannabis and Other
Essential Medicines from
Discrimination in Wales

Proposed by Clwyd East and Flintshire Liberal
Democrats

Conference notes that:

A. Cannabis-based Products for Medicinal Use (CBPMs) have been lawfully
prescribable across the UK, including in Wales, since 1 November 2018.

B. Tens of thousands of patients across the UK, including a growing number in
Wales, are now prescribed CBPMs, the majority through private
prescriptions, with patient numbers expected to increase in the coming
years.

C. CBPMs are prescribed for a wide range of conditions, including chronic
pain, long covid, neurological conditions, epilepsy, psychiatric conditions
and other serious long-term illnesses.

D. Many of the conditions for which CBPMs and other essential medicines are
prescribed meet the statutory definition of disability under the Equality Act
2010, engaging duties to make reasonable adjustments and the Public
Sector Equality Duty, which applies to Welsh public authorities.

E. CBPMs may be prescribed either as oils taken orally or as dried cannabis
flower intended for vaporisation using a medically approved device, which
does not involve combustion.

F. Vaporisation provides rapid symptom relief and is clinically important for
some patients, particularly those managing acute neurological pain, muscle
spasticity or seizure activity.

G. Many people in Wales with long-term health conditions rely on timely
administration of other prescribed medicines in public or semi-public
settings, including insulin injections for diabetes, emergency inhalers for
asthma, adrenaline auto-injectors for severe allergies, and injectable or
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infused medicines for autoimmune or neurological conditions.

H. Despite their lawful status and medical necessity, patients using CBPMs
and other essential medicines in Wales continue to experience
misunderstanding, stigma and inconsistent treatment by public bodies,
housing providers, employers, transport operators and police forces,
including unlawful seizure of medication, denial of access to facilities,
threats of eviction, disciplinary action or other sanctions.

Conference reaffirms:

|. Welsh Liberal Democrats’ support for the legal regulation of cannabis
through a controlled and licensed system, and the principle that patients
using cannabis for medical purposes should not be criminalised or
stigmatised.

Il. The party’s commitment, in Wales, to a health-led, evidence-based
approach to drugs policy that treats drug use primarily as a public health
issue rather than a criminal justice matter.

l1l. Welsh Liberal Democrat policy ciafencine and advancing disabled people’s
rights, including the social model of disability and the removal of barriers
created by society.

IV.The party’s commitment to proportionate, consistent and lawful policing,
the fair exercise of police powers, and the importance of public trust in
policing in Wales.

V. The Welsh Liberal Democrats’' long-standing commitment to civil liberties,
equality before the law, and the robust application of the Equality Act 2010
across devolved and non-devolved public services in Wales.

Conference believes that:

i. Patients in Wales lawfully prescribed CBPMs or other essential medicines
should be able to take or administer their medication safely, promptly and
with dignity, without fear of discrimination, criminalisation or harassment.

ii. Requiring CBPM patients to use outdoor smoking areas or to share spaces
with tobacco smokers may place them at risk and may constitute unlawful
discrimination.

iii. Preventing or discouraging patients from administering other prescribed
medicines, such as insulin injections, in appropriate indoor settings can
create serious health risks and may similarly breach equality law.

iv. Blanket “no smoking”, “no vaping” or inflexible conduct policies operated by
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Welsh public bodies, housing providers, public transport providers or
employers that fail to allow for prescribed medication use risk breaching
the Equality Act 2010 where reasonable adjustments are not considered.

v. Ongoing lack of awareness and inconsistent practice among police forces
operating in Wales, local authorities, health boards, housing providers,
public transport providers, employers and education providers causes
avoidable harm to disabled and chronically ill people and undermines
confidence in the rule of law.

Conference calls on Welsh Liberal Democrats to:

1. Use their roles in local authorities, the Senedd, health boards and other
Welsh public bodies to raise awareness of the lawful status of CBPMs and
the rights of patients using prescribed medicines.

2. Bring forward motions, scrutiny activity and policy reviews to ensure
smoke-free, vaping, housing, employment and conduct policies operated
by Welsh public bodies comply with equality law and provide for
reasonable adjustments where required.

3. Encourage and support Equality Impact Assessments by Welsh public
bodies that explicitly consider the needs of CBPM patients and others who
must administer prescribed medicines in public, workplace, education or
housing settings.

4. Work constructively with police forces in Wales, Police and Crime
Commissioners, social landlords, private landlords, employers and
transport providers to prevent eviction, harassment or sanction of people
lawfully prescribed CBPMs or other essential medicines.

5. Promote clear, accessible and where appropriate bilingual guidance for
service users in Wales on their rights and responsibilities regarding
prescribed medicines.

Conference further calls on the Welsh Liberal Democrats to:

a. Campaign for clear, consistent UK-wide guidance, developed with the
Welsh Government, to police forces, public bodies, landlords, employers
and transport operators on the lawful status of CBPMs and other
prescribed medicines, including appropriate and proportionate verification
of prescriptions.

b. Press for updated policing guidance and training relevant to forces
operating in Wales to ensure officers understand the legality of CBPMs, the
forms in which they may be prescribed, and the statutory protections that
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apply to patients under the Equality Act 2010.

c. Advocate for guidance making clear that reasonable adjustments may be

required to allow patients to administer prescribed medicines, including
insulin injections, inhalers and medically approved CBPM vaporisers, in
appropriate indoor or controlled settings.

. Oppose discriminatory enforcement of smoke-free, vaping or behavioural
policies in Wales where these disproportionately impact disabled or
chronically ill patients.

. Urge the UK Government and Welsh Government to work with clinicians,
patient groups, disability organisations and regulators to ensure that lawful
use of medical cannabis and other essential medicines is consistently
understood and respected across Welsh public services, while maintaining
public safety and proportionate enforcement of the law.
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