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Safe Schools, Supported 
Teachers, Healthier Children
Proposed by 10 Members of the Welsh Liberal 
Democrats

Conference notes that:
A. On 5 February 2026, a teacher at Milford Haven Comprehensive School was 

stabbed by a 15-year-old pupil, placing hundreds of staff and pupils into 
lockdown

B. Teaching unions have raised concerns about rising violence in Welsh 
schools, and in November 2025 the North Wales Safeguarding Board 
identified over 52 missed opportunities to intervene in the crimes of 
paedophile headteacher Neil Foden

C. On 21 January 2026, Cyngor Gwynedd adopted a new whistleblowing policy 
in response to that review.

Conference believes that:
I. Both cases expose systemic failures in how Welsh schools protect children 

and staff
II. Teachers deserve protection and a government that backs them
III. A culture of fear allows both abuse and violence to go unchallenged
IV. Early investment in mental health costs far less than crisis intervention 

down the line
V. Every child deserves to learn in a safe environment where their voice is 

heard.

Conference calls on the Welsh Government to:
1. Publish a Safe Schools Strategy developed with teaching unions, pupils, 

police and parents;
2. Introduce a statutory whistleblowing duty on all schools and local 

authorities, with independent oversight
3. Guarantee legal protection for staff who raise safeguarding concerns in 



SPRING CONFERENCE 2026

good faith
4. Extend the mental health offer for young people to include well-funded 

Pupil Referral Units with barriers to referral removed, a counsellor in every 
secondary school, and a guaranteed CAMHS interview for all referred 
children

5. Direct Estyn to review of behavioural issues in Welsh schools and the 
adequacy of existing resources

6. Publish annual data on serious incidents of violence in schools.


